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MARY JEAN SIMPSON, JOHN C. ELLIS IN RECITAL
SUNDAY, JAN. 30, AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
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MISSOULA-Mary Jean Simpson, flutist, and John C. Ellis, keyboard instrumentalist, who are
members of the University of Montana music faculty, will present a faculty recital
Sunday evening, Jan, 30, at UM.
The program, open to the public without charge under the sponsorship of the UM
School of Fine Arts and Department of Music, will be at 8 p.m. Sunday in the UM Music
Recital Hall.
Other members of the UM music faculty will assist Simpson and Ellis in the recital.
Those assisting include Esther England, mezzo soprano; Frank Diliberto, contrabass, and
David Avshalomov, drums,.
Ellis will perform on the harpsichord, piano and organ during the evening.
Works on the program include "Sonata in g minor” by Handel; "Rhapsody” for flute
and organ by John Weaver; "Sonatina" by Eldin Burton; "Reflections" for flute and mezzo
soprano by Simpson (this will be the premiere performance of the work), and "Suite for
Flute and Jazz Piano" by Claude Bolling.
The "Sonatina" by Burton was the prize-winning composition of the New York Flute
Club in 1948.

The final movement is in the style of a fandango which lends a Spanish

flavor.
"Reflections," with both poetry and music composed by Simpson, utilizes both traditional
and contemporary sounds--whistle-tones, humming and playing together. The piece has a
double effect: It is meditative, but the voice and flute also reflect each other at times
throughout the piece.
The second half of the program will feature the "Suite for Flute and Jazz Piano" by
Claude Bolling, a prominent jazz composer, pianist and conductor in France. Bolling has
contrasted the more "classical" flute with the "jazz" piano, assisted by contrabass and
drums. The work recently was recorded by French flutist Jean-Pierre Rampal, and may be
familiar to a number of those in the audience.

